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Ring Ring was first released in Sweden as Polar POLS 
242 on March 26, 1973, Recording sessions began 
in March 1972 and continued until March 1973. The 
album was recorded at Metronome, Europafilm and 
КМН studios in Stockholm, Sweden, 
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er notes by Cu Magas Pl 


Wien the album Ring Ring ty Horn & Benny Agnetha а 
Was reese п Sweden on March 26, 1973, marked е сд. 
mination of a process that had begun seven years earber. 

"s started wth chance meeting between Bem Uvas 
Bey Andersson п бе surver ot 196, Bem was part of 
the ok mus group the Hestoanny Singers, while Bey was 
a member ol the pop group Tte Hep Stars. Both bands were 
among Sweden's top acts atthe time. From ths frst meeting, a 
rend рен, гений) Bossoming ito a толине co- 
ага, Те Hootenanny Snges records were released on 
the recor abl Polar Mase, owned by musi: ран Stig 
Anderson, He was kn an terest in Borm and Berny as sone 
writers, hoping that they would full his dream of reaching out- 
sie the borders wth Swedish music. Ths was someting few 
acts ud been abie to do. 

Around the same te, Berny met and tel in love wh Am 
Fre Loreto, эво кон as Frida, hile a romance blossomed 
between Björn and Agnetha Fast, Both woren were ormer 


dance bond singers who had since embarked on solo careers. 
By the spring of 1970, the two coupes were both engaged. 
Later that year they started collaborating, both on record and on 
stage. Frida and Agnetha supported the boys with backing 
vocals оп a song called “Hei рәте man (Hey Ol Man”), wich 
became а ht in Sweden. 

The four fends also Wied Working together as a cabaret act, 
but with acl disastrous results, Lucky he romantic reaton- 
ships survived the faire, and in July 1971 Björn and Agnetha 
Bot marie, 


In tho Spring of 1972 a series of events started that would 
venta resu in the quartets frst group album. A few years 
aer, Björn and Benny had recorded music for a somewhat 
dubious fim епі The Seduction OF Inga. One of he songs in 
"he Fm was caled She's Му Kind Of ба and was released on а 
sigle. As а duo, the pair simply caled themselves Вот & 
"Benny. Two years later, a Japarese publisher got wind of the 


ГҮР 


song and fet that its somewat onentabsoundng, melancholy 
melody could become a hit in his country. She's My Kind OF Get 
‘was released in Japan and stormed up te charts, reaching num- 
‘ber one, This success encowaged Bjorn and Benny to write 
‘more pop songs in Engish. Moreover, they fel that they wanted 
to y recording together with Agnetha and Frida - they both reat 
ized thatthe women were the better singers. 


оп March 29, 1972. Не two couples recorded the song Peo- 
ple Need Love, widely recognzed as the very frst ABBA song, 
At the me ofthe songs orighal release n June, te group had 
по real rame and called tnenselves Björn & Benny Agnetha & 
полна. People Need Love rapidy became a hit, reaching num- 
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By the Autumn of 1972, sessions forthe album were infil sing, 
‘2nd in November а second group single was released: He Is 
Your Brother, wich became a big it on а Sweden radio chat. 
The Bie, Santa Rosa, was recorded eater in the year, and is 
Ке 


reckon ths СО, 


As luck would have it, Bm, Beny and Stig - a highiy proti- 
le ist = were invited to write a song for the Swedish selec- 
tons o he 1973 Eurovision Song Contest The song they came 
up with was Ring, Ring. With the ad of their invaluable sound 
engineer, Michal B. Tretow, they borrowed some inspiration 
from the legendary producer Phi Spector when the track was 
recorded, The group achieved a sound that was completely new 


“It was the sound of a group coming together” 


ber 17 on the combined sings and albums chart in Sweden, 
The Bde ofthe single, Merry Go Round, is included as a bonus 
selection on this СО, 

‘Agnetha and Frida were bah recording as solo artists а the 
time = and for other record labes as wel - so there was no tal 
o forming a permanent group But together with Stig Anderson, 
Bjom and Benny decided that they shoud record an album as a 
group, just as a side project, o see here was more success 
waiting around the comer, 


dor a Swedish pop record, Nei Sedaka, the famous singer and 
“Songwriter, provided English es or Ring, Ring n colaboraon. 
With s partner Phil Cody: Performing the song in the Eurovision 
selectons п February, the group felt certain of their victory. 
Unfortunately, the must business experts residing in the jury 
a m of sings, songwriters and journalists — fet otherwise, 
and Rig, Ring fished tr, But here was по doubt that Björn 
Benny, Agnetha de Алпа had Ie people's voe, Shorty alter 
the selections, both the Swedish and the Engish versions of 
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Ring, Ring were released as separate singes. They both stormed 
up the charts, and when the Ring Ring album was released, the 
group broke a statistics record. For two weeks in a row, the 
‘Swedish version of Ring. Ring was number one, the Engish num- 
эе two, le the album ras number tree on the combed а. 
без and aus chart. It was with this convincing success that 
the group decided to make е collaboration more permanent. 


n the Spring of 1973, the Ring Ring LP was fly issued, by 
Wich ime Ani had become Frida on the records. The album 
presented the sound of a group coming together: was clear 
thatthe foursome didn't have a definite aim with their music at 
hs pont, 

Attough Ring Ring clued al their singles so far, some of 
the materia was scraped together w great haste, | Saw itin The 
Miror had been written by Björn and Benny tor another artist 
three years barier, I Am Just A Gri was ако something of 2 
cover version: even used te same backing track as the ог 
inal Swedish version of the song, written and produced by Benny 
lora тае actor. RockinRol Band na, had been the B-side of 
з Japanese Björn Benny sngle the previous year. After some 
забот overdubs and a new mix, the track was ready for inchi- 
Sen on the new LP: 

Ring Ring is atso the опу ARBA album to ofer a songwriting 
contribution from Agnetha. ilusion, with Ics by Bim. was 


recorded just a few weeks after Agnetha gave birth to her and 
Bois frst chid, Linda. The song certainly дот shame its 
inclusion on the LP. Frida had her solo lead vocal on Me And 
Bobby And Bobby's Brother, one of the few songs to (este 
ies by Benny In the Arderston/Uvaous partnership а chora 
was mostly handled by lr 

The orignal Swedish release 0 Не Ring Ring album inca 
ed the Swedish version of the Ме track, featured as а bonus 
rack on this CO. When the abun was released internationaly, 
бе song was replaced by She's My Kind Of Gr. Those who want 
to hear the abum as ABBA themselves planned may pro 
gramme ter CO players thus: tacks 15, 2-9, 1, 11, 12. 

Despite beng rotbed ofthe promotion cpportunty tat the. 
Eurovision Song Contest сой hare provided, the Ring, Rng si 
ве was released in many counts, It topped ће charts in Be 
iam, and reached the top fue in The Netherlands, Norway and 
South fia. Several other songs on the album, such as Another 
Town, Another Train, Am Just A Gir and Nina, Pretty Balerina 
reached Ме charts as singles in various parts of the wor. 


The album was not picked up by as many соме, but 
cimed uo ta number two in Norway, and would eventualy 
become а Top 10 album in Australa. Ring Ring was a more than 
‘credible attempt at making pop music for an international mar- 
let, But ven bigger things were waiting around the corer, e 
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